Brandon Baptist Church
Statement of Faith

Article 18 - OF THE WORLD TO COME
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Statement of Faith Topics

. Of the Scriptures
. Of the True God
. Of the Fall of Man

. Of the Way of Salvation

. Of Justification

. Of the Freeness of Salvation
. Of Grace in Regeneration

. Of Repentance and Faith

. Of God's Purpose of Grace
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18.

Of Sanctification
Of the Perseverance of Saints

Of the Harmony of the Law and the Gospel

Of a Gospel Church

Of Baptism and the Lord's Supper

Of the Christian Sabbath

Of Civil Government

Of the Righteous and the Wicked

Of the World to Come <:|



OF THE WORLD TO COME

* We believe that the end of this world is approaching;
* that at the Last Day Christ will descend from heaven;
* and raise the dead from the grave to final Judgment;
* that solemn separation will then take place;

* that the wicked will be consigned to endless punishment and the
righteous to endless joy;

* and that this judgment will fix forever the final state of men in
heaven or hell on principles of righteousness.



We believe that the end of this world is
approaching;

1 Peter 4:7 =>The end of all things is near; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer.

1 Corinthians 7:29-31 => But this | say, brethren, the time has been shortened, so that from now on those who have wives should
be as though they had none; and those who weep, as though they did not weep; and those who rejoice, as though they did not
rejoice; and those who buy, as though they did not possess; and those who use the world, as though they did not make full use of
it; for the form of this world is passing away.

Hebrews 1:10-12 => And, "YOU, LORD, IN THE BEGINNING LAID THE FOUNDATION OF THE EARTH, AND THE HEAVENS ARE THE
WORKS OF YOUR HANDS; THEY WILL PERISH, BUT YOU REMAIN; AND THEY ALL WILL BECOME OLD LIKE A GARMENT, AND LIKE
A MANTLE YOU WILL ROLL THEM UP; LIKE A GARMENT THEY WILL ALSO BE CHANGED. BUT YOU ARE THE SAME, AND YOUR
YEARS WILL NOT COME TO AN END."

Matthew 13:39 => and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are angels.

Matthew 24:35 => "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away.

Matthew 28:20 => teaching them to observe all that | commanded you; and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the age."

1 John 2:17 =>The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.




Why will our Lusts pass away?

e Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We
are halt-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex
and ambition when infinite joy 1s oftered us, like an 1gnorant
child who wants to go on making mud pies 1n a slum because
he cannot 1magine what 1s meant by the offer of a holiday at

the sea. We are far too easily pleased.
* C.S. Lewis - The Weight of Glory

*1John 2:17 =>The world is passing away



We believe that the end of this world is
approaching;

* 2 Peter 3:3-13 => Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after

their own lusts, and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all

continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.”" For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that
by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, through
which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water. But by His word the present heavens and
earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. But do not let this
one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years
like one day. The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not
wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which
the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and
its works will be burned up. Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you
to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which
the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! But according to His
promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.



that at the Last Day Christ will descend from
heaven;

* Exodus 19:16-19 Then it came to pass on the third day, in the morning, that there were thunderings and
lightnings, and a thick cloud on the mountain; and the sound of the trumpet was very loud, so that all the
people who were in the camp trembled. And Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet with God,
and they stood at the foot of the mountain. Now Mount Sinai was completely in smoke, because the LORD
descended upon itin fire. Its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked
greatly. And when the blast of the trumpet sounded long and became louder and louder,

 Exodus 20:18-21 Now all the people withessed the thunderings, the lightning flashes, the sound of the
trumpet, and the mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they trembled and stood afar off. Then
they said to Moses, “You speak with us, and we will hear; but let not God speak with us, lest we die.”
And Moses said to the people, “Do not fear; for God has come to test you, and that His fear may be before
you, so that you may not sin.” So the people stood afar off, but Moses drew near the thick darkness where

God was.

* Acts 1:11 =>They also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into
heaven."



that at the Last Day Christ will descend from
heaven;

* Revelation 1:4-8 => Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and
from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the
firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth.

To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and has made us kings and priests
to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the
tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen.

“l am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,” says the Lord, “who is and who was and

who is to come, the Almighty.”

 Hebrews 9:28 => so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a
second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him.



that at the Last Day Christ will descend from
heaven;

* 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 => But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about
those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. For if
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who
have fallen asleep in Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who
are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen
asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then
we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet
the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one

another with these words.



that at the Last Day Christ will descend from
heaven;

* 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 => Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of
anything to be written to you. For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come
just like a thief in the night. While they are saying, "Peace and safety!" then destruction will come
upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape. But you,
brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a thief; for you are all sons of
light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness; so then let us not sleep as others
do, but let us be alert and sober. For those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and those who
get drunk get drunk at night. But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the
breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation. For God has not
destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us,
so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with Him. Therefore encourage
one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing.




and raise the dead from the grave to final
Judgment;

Acts 10:42 =>"And He ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify that this is the One who has been appointed by God as
Judge of the living and the dead.

Acts 24:15 => having a hope in God, which these men cherish themselves, that there shall certainly be a resurrection of both the
righteous and the wicked.

Luke 14:14 => and you will be blessed, since they do not have the means to repay you; for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the
righteous."

Daniel 12:2 =>"Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and
everlasting contempt.

John 5:28-29 => "Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, and will come
forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment.

John 6:40 => "For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and | Myself
will raise him up on the last day."

John 11:25-26 => Jesus said to her, "l am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies, and everyone who
lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?"

2 Timothy 1:10 => but now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel,



and raise the dead from the grave to final
Judgment;

* 1 Corinthians 15:12-27 => Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do
some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the
dead, not even Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain,
your faith also is vain. Moreover we are even found to be false withesses of God, because we testified
against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised. For if the
dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is
worthless; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If
we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied. But now Christ has been
raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. For since by a man came death, by a man
also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.
But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His coming, then
comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all
rule and all authority and power. For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. The
last enemy that will be abolished is death. For HE HAS PUT ALL THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIS
FEET



and raise the dead from the grave to final
Judgment;

* 1 Corinthians 15:42-58 So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in corruption, itis raised in
incorruption. Itis sown in dishonor, itis raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown
a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. And so itis
written, “The first man Adam became a living being.” The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. However, the
spiritual is not first, but the natural, and afterward the spiritual. The first man was of the earth, made of dust;
the second Man is the Lord from heaven. As was the man of dust, so also are those who are made of dust;
and as is the heavenly Man, so also are those who are heavenly. And as we have borne the image of the man
of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man. Now this | say, brethren, that flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. Behold, | tell you a mystery: We
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed— in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.
For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this
corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So when this corruptible has
put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is
written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” “O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?”
The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.



that solemn separation will then take place;

* Matthew 13:37-43 => And He said, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man, and the field is
the world; and as for the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the
evil one; and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the harvestis the end of the age; and the
reapers are angels. "So just as the tares are gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of
the age. "The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling
blocks, and those who commit lawlessness, and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. "Then THE RIGHTEOUS WILL SHINE FORTH AS THE SUN in
the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.

* Matthew 13:49 =>"So it will be at the end of the age; the angels will come forth and take out the wicked
from among the righteous,

* Matthew 25:31-33 =>"But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He
will sit on His glorious throne. "All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them
from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; and He will put the sheep on His
right, and the goats on the left.



that the wicked will be consigned to endless
punishment and the righteous to endless joy;

Matthew 25:41 =>"Then He will also say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire
which has been prepared for the devil and his angels;

Matthew 25:46 => "These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."

Revelation 22:11 => "Let the one who does wrong, still do wrong; and the one who is filthy, still be filthy; and let the
one who is righteous, still practice righteousness; and the one who is holy, still keep himself holy."

Mark 9:43-48 =>"If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life crippled, than, having
your two hands, to go into hell, into the unquenchable fire, [ where THEIR WORM DOES NOT DIE, AND THE FIRE IS
NOT QUENCHED.] "If your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame, than, having
your two feet, to be cast into hell, [ where THEIR WORM DOES NOT DIE, AND THE FIRE IS NOT QUENCHED.] "If your
eye causes you to stumble, throw it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, than, having
two eyes, to be cast into hell, where THEIR WORM DOES NOT DIE, AND THE FIRE IS NOT QUENCHED.

2 Peter 2:9-10 => then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under
punishment for the day of judgment, and especially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise
authority. Daring, self-willed, they do not tremble when they revile angelic majesties,



and that this judgment will fix forever the final state
of men in heaven or hell on principles of
righteousness.

2 Peter 3:11-12 => Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,
looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will
melt with intense heat!

Romans 2:2-16 => And we know that the judgment of God rightly falls upon those who practice such things. But do you suppose this, O
man, when you pass judgment on those who practice such things and do the same yourself, that you will escape the judgment of God? Or
do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to
repentance? But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and
revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who WILL RENDER TO EACH PERSON ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS: to those who by
perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life; but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey
the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation. There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil, of
the Jew first and also of the Greek, but glory and honor and peace to everyone who does good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For
there is no partiality with God. For all who have sinned without the Law will also perish without the Law, and all who have sinned under the
Law will be judged by the Law; for it is not the hearers of the Law who are just before God, but the doers of the Law will be justified. For
when Gentiles who do not have the Law do instinctively the things of the Law, these, not having the Law, are a law to themselves, in that
they show the work of the Law written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness and their thoughts alternately accusing or else
defending them, on the day when, according to my gospel, God will judge the secrets of men through Christ Jesus.

Romans 3:5-6 => But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God, what shall we say? The God who inflicts wrath is not
unrighteous, is He? (| am speaking in human terms.) May it never be! For otherwise, how will God judge the world?



and that this judgment will fix forever the final state
of men in heaven or hell on principles of
righteousness.

2 Thessalonians 1:6-12 => For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as
well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to
those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory
of His power, when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed--for our testimony to you was
believed. To this end also we pray for you always, that our God will count you worthy of your calling, and fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of faith
with power, so that the name of our Lord Jesus will be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Hebrews 6:1-2 => Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from
dead works and of faith toward God, of instruction about washings and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment.

Acts 17:31 => because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proofto
all men by raising Him from the dead."

Revelation 20:11-12 => Then | saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found
forthem. And | saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book
of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.

1 John 2:8 => On the other hand, | am writing a new commandment to you, which is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the
true Light is already shining.

1 John 4:17 => By this, love is perfected with us, so that we may have confidence in the day of judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world.



OF THE WORLD TO COME

* We believe that the end of this world is approaching;
* that at the Last Day Christ will descend from heaven;
* and raise the dead from the grave to final Judgment;
* that solemn separation will then take place;

* that the wicked will be consigned to endless punishment and the
righteous to endless joy;

* and that this judgment will fix forever the final state of men in
heaven or hell on principles of righteousness.
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