
Brandon Baptist Church 
Statement of Faith

Article 16 – Of Civil Government



Statement of Faith Topics

1. Of the Scriptures 10. Of Sanctification

2. Of the True God 11. Of the Perseverance of Saints

3. Of the Fall of Man 12. Of the Harmony of the Law and the Gospel

4. Of the Way of Salvation 13. Of a Gospel Church

5. Of Justification 14. Of Baptism and the Lord's Supper

6. Of the Freeness of Salvation 15. Of the Christian Sabbath

7. Of Grace in Regeneration 16. Of Civil Government

8. Of Repentance and Faith 17. Of the Righteous and the Wicked

9. Of God's Purpose of Grace 18. Of the World to Come



OF CIVIL GOVERNMENT

• We believe that civil government is of divine appointment for the 
interests and good order of human society;

• and that magistrates are to be prayed for conscientiously honored 
and obeyed

• except in things opposed to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ
• who is the only Lord of the conscience and the Prince of the kings 

of the earth.



We believe that civil government is of divine 
appointment for the interests and good order of human 
society;

• Romans 13:1-7 => Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except 
from God, and those which exist are established by God. Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the 
ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves. For rulers are not a 
cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good and you will 
have praise from the same; for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it 
does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath on the one who 
practices evil. Therefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not only because of wrath, but also for conscience' 
sake. For because of this you also pay taxes, for rulers are servants of God, devoting themselves to this very thing. 
Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to 
whom honor.

• Deuteronomy 16:18 => "You shall appoint for yourself judges and officers in all your towns which the LORD your 
God is giving you, according to your tribes, and they shall judge the people with righteous judgment.

• 2 Samuel 23:3 => "The God of Israel said, The Rock of Israel spoke to me, 'He who rules over men righteously, 
Who rules in the fear of God,

• Exodus 18:23 => "If you do this thing and God so commands you, then you will be able to endure, and all these 
people also will go to their place in peace."

• Jeremiah 30:21 => 'Their leader shall be one of them, And their ruler shall come forth from their midst; And I will 
bring him near and he shall approach Me; For who would dare to risk his life to approach Me?' declares the LORD.



and that magistrates are to be prayed for 
conscientiously honored and obeyed
• Matthew 22:21 => They said to Him, "Caesar's." Then He said to them, "Then render 

to Caesar the things that are Caesar's; and to God the things that are God's."
• Titus 3:1 => Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient, to be 

ready for every good deed,
• 1 Peter 2:13 => Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human institution, 

whether to a king as the one in authority,
• 1 Timothy 2:1-8 => First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and 

thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, for kings and all who are in authority, 
so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity. This is good 
and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and 
to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and one mediator also 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all, 
the testimony given at the proper time. For this I was appointed a preacher and an 
apostle ( I am telling the truth, I am not lying) as a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and 
truth. Therefore I want the men in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands, without 
wrath and dissension.



except in things opposed to the will of our 
Lord Jesus Christ

• Acts 4:18-20 => And when they had summoned them, they commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name 
of Jesus. But Peter and John answered and said to them, "Whether it is right in the sight of God to give heed to you rather 
than to God, you be the judge; for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and heard."

• Acts 5:29 => But Peter and the apostles answered, "We must obey God rather than men.
• Matthew 10:28 => "Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to 

destroy both soul and body in hell.
• Daniel 3:15-18 => "Now if you are ready, at the moment you hear the sound of the horn, flute, lyre, trigon, psaltery and 

bagpipe and all kinds of music, to fall down and worship the image that I have made, very well. But if you do not 
worship, you will immediately be cast into the midst of a furnace of blazing fire; and what god is there who can deliver 
you out of my hands?" Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to 
give you an answer concerning this matter. "If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of 
blazing fire; and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king. "But even if He does not, let it be known to you, O king, that 
we are not going to serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up."

• Daniel 6:7-10 => "All the commissioners of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the high officials and the 
governors have consulted together that the king should establish a statute and enforce an injunction that anyone who 
makes a petition to any god or man besides you, O king, for thirty days, shall be cast into the lions' den. "Now, O king, 
establish the injunction and sign the document so that it may not be changed, according to the law of the Medes and 
Persians, which may not be revoked." Therefore King Darius signed the document, that is, the injunction. Now when 
Daniel knew that the document was signed, he entered his house (now in his roof chamber he had windows open 
toward Jerusalem); and he continued kneeling on his knees three times a day, praying and giving thanks before his God, 
as he had been doing previously.



who is the only Lord of the conscience and 
the Prince of the kings of the earth.

• Matthew 23:10 => "Do not be called leaders; for One is your Leader, that is, Christ.
• Romans 14:4 => Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his own master he stands or 

falls; and he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand.
• Romans 14:9-13 => For to this end Christ died and lived again, that He might be Lord both of 

the dead and of the living. But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you 
regard your brother with contempt? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For 
it is written, "AS I LIVE, SAYS THE LORD, EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW TO ME, AND EVERY 
TONGUE SHALL GIVE PRAISE TO GOD." So then each one of us will give an account of 
himself to God. Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather determine this--
not to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother's way.

• Revelation 19:16 => And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "KING OF 
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS."

• Psalms 2 => 
• Psalms 72:11 => And let all kings bow down before him, All nations serve him.



OF CIVIL GOVERNMENT

• We believe that civil government is of divine appointment for the 
interests and good order of human society;

• and that magistrates are to be prayed for conscientiously honored 
and obeyed

• except in things opposed to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ
• who is the only Lord of the conscience and the Prince of the kings 

of the earth.
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