How to Look for God’s Work in Your Life
(Based on a sermon by John Flavel)
Introduction: Why This Matters
“Providence is best discerned when it is pondered.” – John Flavel
Psalms 57:2-3 – “I will cry out to God Most High, 
 - To God who performs all things for me. 
 - He shall send from heaven and save me; 
 - He reproaches the one who would swallow me up.”
See Westminster Confession, Article V for a robust definition of God’s Providence
1st Duty: Reflect
Matthew 6:28 – “Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin.”
Psalm 111:2 – “The works of the LORD are great, studied by all who have pleasure in them.”
• Reflecting is a command, not an option.
• The godly delight in observing His hand in creation and providence.
Notes:
	
	
	
Discussion: How do you reflect on God’s Providence in your life?
2nd Duty: Remember
Deuteronomy 8:2 – “And you shall remember that the LORD your God led you all the way these forty years in the wilderness.”
Psalm 77:11–12 – “I will remember the works of the LORD… I will also meditate on all Your work, and talk of Your deeds.”
• Remembering prevents unbelief and discouragement.
• Past mercies are pledges of future help.
Notes:
	
	
	
Discussion: How has remembering God’s faithfulness helped you, now or in the past?
3rd Duty: Praise
Psalm 145:4 – “One generation shall praise Your works to another, and shall declare Your mighty acts.”
• Public and private reflection glorifies God.
• Sharing His providence encourages others to trust Him.
Notes:
	
	
	
Discussion: How did God’s providence bring you to Christ?   
How might your story cause someone else to Praise God?
4th Duty: Rejoice
Romans 8:28 – “And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.”
Habakkuk 3:17–18 – “Though the fig tree may not blossom… Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation.”
• Observing His works deepens trust, even when we don’t understand.
• Leads to worship in both prosperity and adversity.
Notes:
	
	
	
Discussion: How does reflecting on God’s providence help you worship in hard times?
Application: Cultivating Awareness of Providence
Psalm 77:11–12 – “I will remember the works of the LORD… meditate on all Your work.”
Matthew 10:29–31 – “Not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father’s will.”
• Stop & Recall – Make time to rehearse God’s past mercies.
• Compare with Scripture – God’s providence never contradicts His Word.
• Keep a Record – Journaling or recounting preserves memory.
• Look for God’s Hand Daily.
Notes:
	
	
	
Discussion: Which of these habits could you begin (or renew) this week?
Reflection
“He who observes providence shall never want a providence to observe.” – John Flavel
Reflecting is for God’s glory, our faith, and our comfort.
Pray, asking God to open your eyes to His daily mercies and help you speak of them to others..
