Spiritual Mindedness – Lesson 13
Let This Mind Be in You (Chapter 18)
Memory Verse:
“But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.”
— 2 Corinthians 3:18 (NKJV)
Summary of Chapter 18
John Owen explores the nature of spiritual desires and their transformation through union with Christ. He contrasts the mind of Christ with the natural mind, highlighting how Christ's perfect obedience is our model. Without spiritual renewal, the mind creates false images of worship and heaven. The heart renewed by the Holy Spirit, by contrast, delights in God's Word, is governed by faith, and increasingly reflects the glory of Christ.
Key Themes
✅ CHRIST'S DELIGHT IN GOD'S WILL
Psalm 40:8 — "I delight to do Your will, O my God, And Your law is within my heart.”

✅ CHRIST'S PERFECT SUBMISSION
John 5:19 — "Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner."

✅ THE NATURAL MAN'S INABILITY
1 Corinthians 2:14 — "But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned."

✅ PUFFED UP BY FLESHLY MINDS
Colossians 2:18 — "Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind."

✅ TASTING THAT THE LORD IS GRACIOUS
1 Peter 2:3 — "If indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious."
✅ SPIRITUALLY DISCERNED
1 Corinthians 2:14b — "...because they are spiritually discerned."

✅ TRANSFORMED BY BEHOLDING
2 Corinthians 3:18 — "But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord."

✅ CHRIST IS ALL IN ALL
Colossians 3:11 — "Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all."
✅ THE HEART AS TREASURY

✅ THE CONTRAST - SPIRITUAL VS CARNAL

✅ THE ULTIMATE GOAL
Quotations from John Owen
❝ Christ is our model and pattern—we should aim to be like Him in everything. ❞
❝ The natural imagination in a fleshly mind invents images of spiritual things that unrenewed desires find acceptable. ❞
❝ When by faith we embrace heavenly things, we become more heavenly daily. ❞
❝ The believer cannot find satisfaction in anything but Christ. ❞
❝ The heart is the storehouse of all graces and the treasury of the soul. ❞
Application & Reflection
· Do you celebrate Jesus as God, or do you secretly wish he was just a perfect example of Man?
· Do you celebrate Him as the only way to God, or would it be easier if He were just A way to God?
· Do you ponder Jesus’ thoughts, how He saw God, how He saw Men, how He handled Earthly possessions, etc.?
· Are His thoughts truth to you or disturbing?
