Spiritual Mindedness – Lesson 12
The Evils of Lukewarmness (Chapter 17)
Memory Verse:
“I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.”
— Revelation 3:15–16 (NKJV)
Summary of Chapter 17
Owen warns that lukewarmness—spiritual indifference or tepidity—is one of the most dangerous conditions a believer can fall into. It is marked by routine religious activity without heartfelt love or hunger for God. Christ finds lukewarmness more offensive than outright denial, and threatens rejection unless it is repented of. The chapter calls for sober reflection and renewed affection for Christ.
Key Themes
✅ Loss of first love is a sign of spiritual decline (Revelation 2:4–5): "Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love."
✅ Christ threatens churches that grow lukewarm and remain unrepentant (Revelation 3:17).
✅ Lukewarmness grieves the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 4:30; Isaiah 63:10): "Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God."
✅ It arouses divine judgment against churches (Revelation 3:17): "You say, ‘I am rich...’—but do not know you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked."
✅ It undermines assurance (Romans 5:5; 2 Corinthians 13:5): Assurance rests on a vibrant spiritual life, not cold formality.
✅ It is a sign of hypocrisy (Matthew 15:8): "These people draw near... but their heart is far from Me."
✅ It enables self-deception and hardens the heart (Hebrews 3:13): "Exhort one another daily... lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin."
Application & Reflection
• Do I find joy in God or merely perform religious duty?
• Am I concerned about my lack of spiritual affection?
• What evidences of spiritual coldness do I see in my habits?
• Where do I need to renew zeal for Christ this week?
• Have I been mistaking religious form for spiritual reality?
• What might rekindling spiritual fire look like in practice?
Quotations from John Owen
❝ This frame of heart is the worst condition that any believer can fall into. ❞
❝ Lukewarmness pretends to avoid extremes, but is in truth the most extreme danger. ❞
❝ The lukewarm heart can live long without God and not feel the loss. ❞
❝ None are harder to recover than those who think they are well. ❞
Encouragement & Prayer
Christ calls His people to remember, repent, and return. He reproves those He loves (Revelation 3:19). If we acknowledge our coldness and seek Him again, He promises joy, healing, and renewed communion.
